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of the Country, which has seemed to have, on the part of the
Tory members, for its real aim, to bring about a return to the
condemned system of Protection. . . .

1127 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria

(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 566.)

10, DOWNING STREET, i Nov. 1884.

Mr. Gladstone . . . thinks there is nothing in the proceedings
of yesterday's Cabinet which can in any way conflict with
Your Majesty's suggestion and desire, but the contrary. The
important matter of exchanging views had been initiated by
Sir M. Beach and taken up by Lord Hartington, who will
remain in constant communication with his colleagues and who
appears to be better fitted to carry forward these proceedings at
their present stage than any other person ; enjoying full con-
fidence on one side, and probably more on the other side, than any
other minister would enjoy.

The next step, as it appears to Mr. Gladstone, will evidently be
for Lord Hartington to satisfy himself if possible how far Sir
M. Beach is on this important occasion speaking for the
recognised leaders of his party. In this view Lord Hartington
concurs and he will shape his conversation accordingly. Perhaps
Sir M. Beach may address to him reciprocal inquiries, which
he will be able to meet.

Should these appear to be a sufficiently solid basis for a con-
tinuance of the conversations, the matter must be considered
afresh. But if Sir M. Beach appears to be sufficiently authorised,
then, Mr. Gladstone humbly submits to Your Majesty, the subject
appears to be in good train.

1128              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                          BALMORAL, Nov. 2.
Your letters received yesterday afternoon and this evening
have caused me the greatest satisfaction for I now trust and hope
that all my anxious endeavours to bring about a solution of this
difficult crisis will not be in vain.